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Serve the Savior as the Creator 

Colossians 1:15-17 
BGT 15 o[j evstin eivkw.n tou/ qeou/ tou/ avora,tou( prwto,tokoj pa,shj kti,sewj( 16  o[ti evn auvtw/| evkti,sqh ta. pa,nta evn toi/j 

ouvranoi/j kai. evpi. th/j gh/j( ta. or̀ata. kai. ta. avo,rata( ei;te qro,noi ei;te kurio,thtej ei;te avrcai. ei;te evxousi,ai\ ta. pa,nta 
diV auvtou/ kai. eivj auvto.n e;ktistai\ 17 kai. auvto,j evstin pro. pa,ntwn kai. ta. pa,nta evn auvtw/| sune,sthken( 

NKJ 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things 
were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 

My Identity as an INDIVIDUAL (Colossians 1:1) 
My Identity as Part of a GROUP (Colossians 1:2) 
Three Realms of a Believer’s Walk (Colossians 1:3-8) – Ongoing Belief, Active Care, Forward Focus 
Three Areas of Prayer for Spiritual Growth (Colossians 1:9-11) – Worthy Walking, Fruitful Working, Empowered Doing 
Four Reasons to Thank God (1:12-14) – Our Qualification, Extrication, Translation, Redemption (He made us fit, free, 

followers, forgiven) 

1. Identity – Image – God of all 

He is the image of the invisible God (o[j evstin eivkw.n tou/ qeou/ tou/ avora,tou() 

A. Man created in the image of God 

B. Jesus IS the image of God 
2 Cor 4:4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 

C. No carved image 

D. Believers are predestined to be conformed to Christ’s image (Rom 8:29) through the Word (2 Cor 3:18) 

Invisible 
• Invisible Attributes (Rom 1:20) – For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly 

seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they 
are without excuse, 

• Creation of and Control Over All Things (Col 1:16) – For by Him all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 

• Seeing Him Who is Invisible (Heb 11:27) – By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; 
for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 

• 1 Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

• John 4:24 

2. Priority – Firstborn of all 

the firstborn over all creation (prwto,tokoj pa,shj kti,sewj) 

“firstborn” can mean first created being and/or that which has precedence over creation NIGTC (Colossians) 

“That ‘firstborn’ must denote primacy over creation, and not just within creation, isindicated by the conjuction linking the two 
verses: he is ‘firstborn of all creation because in him were created all things” in heaven and in earth. NIGTC (Colossians) 

Revelation 3:14 "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ' These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True 
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: (Kai. tw/| avgge,lw| th/j evn Laodikei,a| evkklhsi,aj gra,yon\ Ta,de le,gei o` avmh,n( o` 
ma,rtuj o` pisto.j kai. avlhqino,j( h̀ avrch. th/j kti,sewj tou/ qeou/\) 

Jesus, the Firstborn 
• Of creation 
• From the dead (Rev 1:5; cf. Col 1:18) – and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 

dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, 

• Among many brethren (Rom 8:29) – For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
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• Commanded to Be Worshipped as God (Heb 1:6) – But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, 
He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him." 

• To which the general assembly and church belong (Heb 12:23) – to the general assembly and church of 
the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

3. Activity – Creator of all 
For by Him all things were created (o[ti evn auvtw/| evkti,sqh ta. pa,nta) 

A. The extent of creation (what) 

that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers (evn 
toi/j ouvranoi/j kai. evpi. th/j gh/j( ta. o`rata. kai. ta. avo,rata( ei;te qro,noi ei;te kurio,thtej ei;te avrcai. ei;te evxousi,ai) 

• Where – Any place 

• What – Any thing – “no job too small” 

• Who – Any body – answerable to Him & controlled by Him 

Results in the Accountability of Creature to Creator 
Hebrews 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to 
whom we must give account. (kai. ouvk e;stin kti,sij avfanh.j evnw,pion auvtou/( pa,nta de. gumna. kai. tetrachlisme,na toi/j 
ovfqalmoi/j auvtou/( pro.j o]n hm̀i/n ò lo,gojÅ) 

Results in the Limitation of Creation 

Romans 8:39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (ou;te u[ywma ou;te ba,qoj ou;te tij kti,sij e`te,ra dunh,setai h̀ma/j cwri,sai avpo. th/j avga,phj tou/ 
qeou/ th/j evn Cristw/| VIhsou/ tw/| kuri,w| h`mw/nÅ) 

B. The means of creation (how) – All things were created through Him (ta. pa,nta diV auvtou/) 
Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them. (auvtou/ ga,r evsmen poi,hma( ktisqe,ntej evn Cristw/| VIhsou/ evpi. e;rgoij avgaqoi/j oi-j prohtoi,masen o` 
qeo.j( i[na evn auvtoi/j peripath,swmenÅ) 

Eph 3:9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden 
in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; (kai. fwti,sai Îpa,ntajÐ ti,j h` oivkonomi,a tou/ musthri,ou tou/ 
avpokekrumme,nou avpo. tw/n aivw,nwn evn tw/| qew/| tw/| ta. pa,nta kti,santi() 

Rev 4:11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will 
they exist and were created." (a;xioj ei=( o` ku,rioj kai. o` qeo.j h`mw/n( labei/n th.n do,xan kai. th.n timh.n kai. th.n du,namin( o[ti 
su. e;ktisaj ta. pa,nta kai. dia. to. qe,lhma, sou h=san kai. evkti,sqhsanÅ) 

C. The purpose of creation (why) – and for Him (eivj auvto.n e;ktistai) 

Romans 1:25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever. Amen. (oi[tinej meth,llaxan th.n avlh,qeian tou/ qeou/ evn tw/| yeu,dei kai. evseba,sqhsan kai. 
evla,treusan th/| kti,sei para. to.n kti,santa( o[j evstin euvloghto.j eivj tou.j aivw/naj( avmh,nÅ) 
Without Accepting God as the Creator, You Cannot Know or Understand: 
• The Purpose and Plan of Gender (Matt 19:4; 1 Cor 11:9) 
• The Extent of the Gospel Message (Mark 16:15) 
• The Means of Comprehending Time (Mark 13:19) 
• The Plan of God for Believers – Good Works (Eph 2:10) 
• The Power of God in Salvation & Sanctification – Creation of a New Man (Eph 4:24) 
• The Process and Goal of Believers – Renewed in Knowledge (Col 3:10) 
• The Power of God to Make New Things – New Creation (2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15) 
• The Propriety of Marriage (1 Tim 4:3) 
• The Purpose of Food (1 Tim 4:3) 
• To Differentiate Between Things Created and Uncreated (Heb 9:11) 
• Many, many other things. 

4. Summary  

A. The Commander of creation (priority) – And He is before all things,( kai. auvto,j evstin pro. pa,ntwn) 

B. The Sustainer of creation (power – God) – and in Him all things consist (kai. ta. pa,nta evn auvtw/| sune,sthken) 
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Dia. tou/to kai. h`mei/j( 

avfV h-j h`me,raj hvkou,samen( 
ouv pauo,meqa u`pe.r u`mw/n 

proseuco,menoi kai. 
aivtou,menoi( 

i[na plhrwqh/te th.n evpi,gnwsin tou/ qelh,matoj auvtou/ 
evn pa,sh| 

sofi,a| kai. 
sune,sei pneumatikh/|( 

peripath/sai avxi,wj tou/ kuri,ou 
eivj pa/san avreskei,an( 

evn panti. e;rgw| avgaqw/| 
karpoforou/ntej kai. 
auvxano,menoi 

th/| evpignw,sei tou/ qeou/( 
evn pa,sh| duna,mei 

dunamou,menoi 
kata. to. kra,toj 

th/j do,xhj auvtou/ 
eivj pa/san 

u`pomonh.n kai. 
makroqumi,anÅ Meta. cara/j 

euvcaristou/ntej 
tw/| patri. 

tw/| ik̀anw,santi ùma/j 
eivj th.n meri,da 

tou/ klh,rou 
tw/n ag̀i,wn 

evn tw/| fwti,\ 
o]j 

evrru,sato h̀ma/j 
evk th/j evxousi,aj 

tou/ sko,touj kai. 
mete,sthsen 

eivj th.n basilei,an 
tou/ ui`ou/ th/j avga,phj auvtou/( 

evn w-| e;comen 
th.n avpolu,trwsin( 
th.n a;fesin 

tw/n am̀artiw/n\ 
o[j evstin 

eivkw.n tou/ qeou/ tou/ avora,tou( 
prwto,tokoj pa,shj kti,sewj( 

o[ti evn auvtw/| evkti,sqh ta. pa,nta 
evn toi/j ouvranoi/j kai. 
evpi. th/j gh/j( 

ta. o`rata. kai. 
ta. avo,rata( 

ei;te qro,noi 
ei;te kurio,thtej 
ei;te avrcai. 
ei;te evxousi,ai\ 

ta. pa,nta 
diV auvtou/ kai. 
eivj auvto.n 

e;ktistai\ kai. 
auvto,j evstin pro. pa,ntwn kai. 
ta. pa,nta evn auvtw/| sune,sthken( { } 

On account of this also we, 
from which day we heard, 

not we are ceasing on behalf of you 
praying and 
asking, 

in order that you {pl} might be filled with the knowledge of the will of him 
in all (PRACTICE – worthy walking – what) 

wisdom and 
understanding {insight} spiritual, 

to walk {aor inf} worthily of the Lord 
unto all [things] a desire to please, 

in {into?} all [things?] a work good (PRODUCE – fruitful working) 
bearing fruit and 
being increased 

in the knowledge of the God, 
in all [things?] power (POWER – empowered effort – how) 

being empowered 
according to the might {force} 

of the glory of him 
unto all 

endurance and 
longsuffering. Amid {meta} joy, 

giving thanks 
to [the] father 

to the One who made sufficient {aor part} { renders fit} us 
unto the share {part} 

of the called [one] 
of the holy [ones] 

in {by} the light; 
Who 

has delivered us 
from {out of} the authority 

of the darkness and 
has conveyed [us] 

into the kingdom 
of the Son of the love of Him, 

in Whom we have {~} 
the redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness 

of sins. 
Who is 

Image {ikon} of the God the invisible {unseeable}, 
Firstborn of all creation, 

Because in Him were created the all 
In the heavens and 
Upon the earth, 

The visible things and 
The invisible things 

Whether thrones, 
Whether lordships, 
Whether rulers, 
Whether authorities; 

The all 
Through Him and 
Unto Him 

were created; and 
He is before all and 
The all in Him have been held together { }. 

 
giving thanks to the father to the one who makes sufficient {aor part} {who renders fit} us unto the share {part} of the called [one] of the holy [ones] in {by} the 
light; who delivered {rescued} us from {out of} the authority of the darkness and transferred [us] unto the kingdom of the son of the love of him, in whom we have 
the redemption, the release {remission} of the sins; 
 
Future of Creation 

Romans 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 
h` ga.r avpokaradoki,a th/j kti,sewj th.n avpoka,luyin tw/n ui`w/n tou/ qeou/ avpekde,cetaiÅ 

Romans 8:20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 
th/| ga.r mataio,thti h̀ kti,sij u`peta,gh( ouvc e`kou/sa avlla. dia. to.n u`pota,xanta( evfV e`lpi,di 

Romans 8:21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. 

o[ti kai. auvth. h` kti,sij evleuqerwqh,setai avpo. th/j doulei,aj th/j fqora/j eivj th.n evleuqeri,an th/j do,xhj tw/n te,knwn tou/ qeou/Å 

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 
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oi;damen ga.r o[ti pa/sa h̀ kti,sij sustena,zei kai. sunwdi,nei a;cri tou/ nu/n\ 


